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federal laws on restructuring of the elec-
tricity industry can authorize wire charges 
or other fees to develop a pool of funding for 
energy R&D projects. The energy industries 
in West Virginia must play leading roles in 
developing resources to support R&D on en-
vironmentally compliant technologies for 
fossil-based power generation. Investment in 
implementing these technologies also will be 
required. 

To retain the interest and involvement of 
West Virginia companies in the Industries of 
the Future program, it is necessary that we 
make rapid progress toward funding for joint 
projects, which will benefit their future sur-
vivability and competitiveness. We are cur-
rently working with five industry sectors 
(aluminum, steel, glass, chemicals and wood/ 
forest products) and plan to add metal cast-
ing and mining. A budget of about $1,750,000 
per year would be required to run a meaning-
ful state-level IOF program. 

State and federal incentive programs that 
encourage companies to invest in new tech-
nologies that save energy and minimize 
emissions should be expanded. The U.S. 
DOE’s existing program in National Indus-
trial Competitiveness through Energy, Envi-
ronment, Economics (NICE–3) Is an effective 
mechanism to encourage private-sector In-
vestment in new energy efficient tech-
nologies. 

The U.S. DOE’s State Energy Program pro-
vides funding directly to the states, permit-
ting them the flexibility to support energy 
initiatives that are uniquely Important to 
their situations. In West Virginia, a corner-
stone of the State Energy Program is our 
work with industry to identify process mod-
ernization opportunities. These industrial 
projects yield meaningful cost-savings and 
environmental benefits that are key to the 
long-term health of our nation’s industries. 
International trade treaties require that our 
industries become more competitive. West 
Virginia became the first state to institute a 
state level Industry of the Future program. 

Another Important component of our en-
ergy program is the promotion of alternative 
fuels. Through the State Energy Program, 
we are supporting alternate fuels training 
programs, as well as development of a com-
pressed natural gas fueling infrastructure. 
West Virginia was one of the first states to 
Initiate a statewide Clean Cities program. 
The overall goal of the State Energy Pro-
gram is to enhance our nation’s energy secu-
rity. 

SUMMARY 

In summary, production and utilization of 
fossil fuels, generation and transmission of 
electricity and energy intensive manufac-
turing industries dominate the economy of 
West Virginia. We envision our low-cost elec-
tricity and manufacturerd goods as being 
critical to the energy security and industrial 
competitiveness of the nation throughout 
the next century. The energy research needs 
and agenda outlined in this paper are of 
great Importance to our state. We are com-
mitted to participating in partnerships and 
coalitions to develop resources and to carry 
out the R&D program. West Virginia wishes 
to participate fully in the energy/environ-
ment/economic policy debates. We very 
much appreciate the opportunity to present 
our thoughts to the Interior Subcommittee 
of the U.S. House of Representatives Appro-
priations Committee and look forward to 
further discussions and actions. 
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EDUARD SHEVARDNADZE 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, on Janu-
ary 25, 1998, this past Sunday, the 
President of Georgia, Eduard 

Shevardnadze, celebrated his 70th 
birthday. President Shevardnadze is 
one of the central international polit-
ical figures of our age, and has been 
pivotal in the transformation of the 
communist Soviet empire into a group 
of nation states which have now em-
braced the goals of individual freedom, 
democratic processes, and free market 
economics. It is noteworthy that this 
transformation, the dismantling of an 
empire with large intelligence and 
military forces, and with a history of 
inbred hostility toward the West, oc-
curred absent any violent confronta-
tion with the United States, or our Eu-
ropean allies. 

Much of the credit for this peaceful 
transformation, the ending of the Ber-
lin Wall and the cooperation between 
the Soviet leadership and the United 
States on major arms control and re-
duction agreements, rightfully belongs 
to the enlightened and forceful person-
ality of Mr. Shevardnadze. His role em-
phasizes the crucial part played by per-
sonalities in the shaping of the major 
events of human history. He serves as 
an example that history is shaped to a 
large extent by individual men, rather 
than by social movements or economic 
imperatives. 

For instance, Russian cooperation 
with the United States in working to 
condemn, and then oust, Saddam Hus-
sein’s forces from their occupation of 
Kuwait was to a large extent due to the 
courageous support of Mr. 
Shevardnadze in the face of opposition 
from forces in Russia which wanted to 
preserve a historic Russian-Iraqi alli-
ance. His help in establishing a cooper-
ative relationship with the United 
States regarding the invasion of Iraq 
actually forced Gorbachev’s hand and 
trumped the Soviet security bureauc-
racies. It has been well documented 
that Shevardnadze quickly shed the 
negative approach to East-West rela-
tions that was the hallmark of former 
Russian Foreign Minister Andrei Gro-
myko when Shevardnadze took over 
the Foreign Ministry of the Soviet 
Union in 1985. Both former Secretaries 
of States George Shultz and James 
Baker have written extensively about 
Shevardnadze and praised his many 
contributions to the ending of the cold 
war. As a former U.S. Ambassador to 
the Soviet Union, Jack Matlock, has 
written in the September 25, 1997, issue 
of the ‘‘New York Review of Books,’’ 
‘‘If Gorbachev had been served by a less 
imaginative and courageous foreign 
minister it is doubtful that the cold 
war could have been ended as rapidly 
and definitively as it was.’’ 

Shevardnadze served as Soviet For-
eign Minister from 1985–1991, and pre-
sided over the rapid transformation of 
East-West relations and the end of the 
cold war. It was, as I have said, an ex-
traordinary era in which we have all 
been fortunate to participate in and to 
witness. In 1991, Eduard Shevardnadze 
resigned as Soviet Foreign Minister in 
protest over what he perceived as the 
coming of a military dictatorship in 

Russia, and he returned to his native 
Georgia. Georgia was in an advanced 
state of shambles, with the economy 
devastated following the breakup of 
the Soviet Union. The country was in a 
state of ruinous civil war. 
Shevardnadze entered political life 
there, and was elected president of 
Georgia in November 1995, with over 70 
percent of the vote. Currently, he also 
serves as the Commander in Chief of 
the armed forces of Georgia, and has 
brought new hope, stability, and eco-
nomic development to that nation. A 
new constitution has been adopted, and 
Shevardnadze has secured the transpor-
tation of Caspian oil through Georgia 
and negotiated a number of agreements 
with both Russia and the neighboring 
Caucasus states. As the current ambas-
sador of Georgia to the U.S., the Hon-
orable Tedo Japaridze, has written to 
me regarding President Shevardnadze’s 
goals, ‘‘he is committed to build de-
mocracy in Georgia, brick by brick.’’ 

Eduard Shevardnadze is a man who 
has made a difference in our age, and 
he will continue to make a difference. 
He has many admirers in the United 
States, including myself, and I wish 
him well on the event of his 70th birth-
day. 

I yield the floor. 
Mr. ABRAHAM addressed the Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Michigan. 
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TRIBUTE TO JOHN McGOFF 
Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise 

today to pay tribute to a good friend 
and a business leader from my State 
who recently passed away, Mr. John 
McGoff. Mr. McGoff was one of our 
State’s most successful business lead-
ers, making his fortune, and his im-
pact, primarily in the area of pub-
lishing. He owned a number of news 
publications and was a great success, 
but I think he would prefer to be re-
membered for several other things he 
achieved in his lifetime. 

First was his great sense of commu-
nity spirit. Mr. McGoff was truly a 
man who loved the communities in 
which he lived. He invested consider-
ably, out of his own resources, in the 
communities in which he resided, in 
the schools of those communities, in 
our State’s university system, and in a 
variety of other valuable institutions. 

In fact, when tribute was paid to him 
last Saturday, it was in an auditorium 
in the high school serving the tiny 
town in which he lived, an auditorium 
which he personally had built with his 
own dollars. 

I think John McGoff also would want 
to be remembered as a man who loved 
his country. He put this love to the 
test by serving in the United States 
military. He served with distinction in 
the infantry during World War II, both 
in North Africa and in Europe. He also 
played an active role in the political 
process, in our State and at the na-
tional level. 

He was committed to the discussion 
of public policy. And he acted on this 
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